October 23, 2006


 
At the recent Regional Councillors Committee (RCC), chapters were encouraged to enhance participation in the regulatory and licensing activities of PEO. Examples of new opportunities:
1. Government Liaison Program (GLP) at the chapter level
2. Class of Licensees at certificate presentation events
3. Regional Offices at the universities to represent PEO
4. Invigilators for the Professional Practice Exam (ethics and law exam)
5. Mentoring Engineers-in-Training, International engineering graduates
6. Reviewing Engineers-in-Training work reports
7. Academic/Experience Requirements Committee interviewing applicants
8. Discipline and Complaints and enforcement roles at the chapter level
9. Promoting and recruiting engineering students at universities. 
 
The 2007 business plans have been submitted to the Regional Councillors Committee for inclusion in the PEO budget process. While the fees increase was not approved, we have recommended that allotments for 2007 be somewhat higher than in 2006.  

Government Liaison Program (GLP) continued in October with the Media Tour by Pat Quinn to the major cities in Ontario. Chapters have been setting up their GLP Sub-Committees to meet with their local MPP’s. $500 has been allocated to each chapter for their expenses.

Chapters Boundary Task Force has presented their proposed chapter boundary changes at the last East Central Region Congress:

1. The north boundary of the Simcoe-Muskoka Chapter to move to the south boundary of Parry Sound. This area to be added to the North Bay Chapter.

2. Collingwood area to be added to Simcoe-Muskoka Chapter, if agreed to by the Georgian Bay Chapter.

3. The boundary between West Central Region and East Central Region generally follow Yonge Street within Toronto.

This year’s Chapter Leaders Forum, co-chaired by Councillors David Euler and Thomas Chong is scheduled on November 18, followed by morning training sessions on November 19. 

“Revitalizing Member Participation” is the theme. Extended invitations have been approved for up to 4 delegates from each Chapter to attend.

Guest speakers include:

1. Phil McNeely, P.Eng., MPP on “Why Engineers need to get involved?”

2. Mike Colle, MPP on “Working with Ontario Government”

3. Nicholas Boothman on “Getting your point across in 90 seconds or less”

Two candidates, Jeff Mark (Newmarket) and Corneliu Chisu (Scarborough) have been nominated by the Regional Nominating Committee to run for the East Central Region Councillor for the PEO 2007 Council elections.  New candidates can still submit their registrations to PEO by December 13, 2006, with the required member signatures.

Lastly, Councillor, Thomas Chong has been appointed to the Audit Committee of PEO.

Jeff Mark P.Eng., and Thomas Chong P.Eng.
East Central Region Councillors
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